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Of even greater imporlanee was the presence of a widespread layer
of soil on the slopes of" the hills. Today ihe outstanding feature of
Greece (as the writer saw it in summer) is the presence oi innumerable
glaring hills and mountains of gtcy limestone. Hardly any forests are
visible, and the agiienlinre is mainly confined to the small alluviuled
plains near the coast. The destruction of flu* Invests and the ubiquitous
goats and sheep, inevitably picvented the ^iowth of seedlings or good
pasture, which in turn resulted in the rapid washing away of the soil
from the slopes into the sea.

In the last few centuries it has been clear that < Jiecce has approached
overpopulation; and hence has become* poor ami unable to give much
time to culture. In the Middle Ages Creek ships gained considerable
profits feu the middle class; but ol tccent veins this sea trade has been
to a considerable extent taken over by the richer mautime nations. Of
course there were many very impoitant social factors in those distant
days, and one may mention the* influence of fashion! In the "Golden
Age" one may believe that flu* orator and .statesman was personally
known to all within his eitv. Public duty in some soit filled the mind
of the common man; much as later in Roman limes we find "Bread
and Circuses" all important; or today in some populous communities
"Sport and (Gambling"! As I have* wiitten elsewhere; "Probably the
chief factor was Ihe irresistible outburst of national pride, when Creece
fin 500 B.C.] drove back the hitherto invulnerable Persians. We see
something of the same kind in Kwjand after Ihe Atmnda was defeated;
and Russia in these next few decades may be expected for the same
reason to flower as never before."1"

Rome was of very little significance in tlu* great days of Alexander,
for she controlled merely the district aiound Capitol Hill. The
great empire which developed in the next few centimes was basal on
the mixing of various cultures and races. The humble Latin peasants
of the Roman plain were probably Mediterranean in race, while the
Sabincs and Samnites of the hills may have been brakcph Alpines.
So also the latins spoke of an Aryan language of the "O" type (to which
we shall refer later), while the hill dialects of Umbria \vere possibly
somewhat closer to the "V" type of Aryan. To the north was the
foreign Ktrusean culture, usually accepted as somewhat akin to that
of Mykcnac. To the south were the flourishing colonies of the Crocks,
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